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Spanish
What will you study in Year 12?

Where will this course lead?

Students will develop an understanding of Spanish and
communicate confidently, clearly and effectively in the
language for a range of purposes. The topics to be studied are
Aspects of Hispanic society (Modern and traditional values;
Cyberspace; Equal rights) and Artistic culture in the Hispanic
world (Modern day idols, Spanish regional identity, Cultural
heritage). Students will also undertake a detailed study of a film
during the first year of the A Level.

Spanish is the third most spoken language in the world and
is becoming more widespread in its use in the United States.
Of all academic subjects, languages lend themselves most
readily to combination with other disciplines such as medicine,
engineering, journalism and politics. It is possible to study one
or two languages from scratch, such as Italian or Portuguese,
on the basis of an A level Spanish qualification. Job prospects
are excellent for languages graduates.

What will you study in Year 13?
The skills and knowledge acquired in Year 12 will be taken
to a higher level through the study of the following topics:
Multiculturalism in Hispanic society (Immigration; Racism;
Integration) and Aspects of political life in the Hispanic
world (Today’s youth, tomorrow’s citizens; Monarchies and
dictatorships; Popular movements). Students will study a
work of literature which will be examined alongside the film
in the essay paper (paper 2). They will also undertake an
Independent Research Project (IRP) on an aspect of the
Spanish-speaking world that particularly interests them; this
will be tested in the speaking examination.

How will you be assessed during
the course?
Students will be tested regularly on their listening, speaking,
reading and writing skills and on their knowledge of
grammatical structures. There are 3 examinations:
Paper 1 – Listening, reading and writing;
Paper 2 – Writing;
Paper 3 – Speaking.

Applicants with knowledge of languages are much sought
after by companies operating in global markets, especially
travel and tourism, sales and marketing, commerce, finance
and industry and the media. It is worth bearing in mind that,
with increasingly flexible career patterns, a number of you may
be offered work abroad at some time in the future.

Further information
Students have weekly or fortnightly sessions with a native
speaker of Spanish in small groups or on a one-to-one basis.
There are opportunities to mentor younger students of Spanish
and to carry out the role of Spanish Captain, organising
MFL competitions in school. The Spanish Department has
organised theatre and other relevant study trips to London in
recent years, including to see performances of Federico García
Lorca’s plays performed in Spanish.
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level/
spanish-7692

