
 
 

 

 
Friday 21st April 2023 

 
Dear Parents, Carers and Students,  
 
Please find below information and updates from this week. 
 
Congratulations! 2023 Rotary Young Citizen Award Winner 
Congratulations to Matthew in Year 12 on his success on being chosen as a Rotary Young Citizen Winner 2023! 
Matthew will attend the Young Citizen Awards presentation and has chosen to donate the winnings to One Love, a 
local soup kitchen. Matthew is pictured below with SHSG Governor, Dr Ladner and his Rotary Young Citizen Winner 
trophy.  

 

Director of Sixth Form announcement 
From September 2023, Ms Boyson will be the new Director of Sixth Form at SHSG.  
 
Miss Riebold has led the Sixth Form successfully for the past seven years, building a very strong team and growing 
a popular, over-subscribed Sixth Form where students achieved the highest A Level results last year, further 
strengthening SHSG’s reputation as a top-performing grammar school. As part of the hand-over process, Miss 
Riebold will be seeing through the current Year 12 to the end of Year 13 to give them continuity for their 
examination year. I would like to take this opportunity to thank Miss Riebold for her outstanding work with the 
Sixth Form. 
 
Please see a message below from Miss Riebold: 
 
“It has been an absolute pleasure leading the Sixth Form at Southend High School for Girls for the past seven years. 
I have had the opportunity to work with over 1000 incredibly gifted young people, ensuring that they have an 
enjoyable and fulfilling two-year Sixth Form journey, leaving them equipped to progress onto their desired 
educational and career pathways.  
 
I am also very grateful to have worked with a phenomenal team of colleagues in the Sixth Form. What has been 
achieved over the last seven years would not have been possible without the support of Miss Marcel, Mr Barnett, 
Mrs Neill, Mr O’Brien and Mrs Hopkins, as well as a dedicated team of Form Tutors and A Level teachers. 
 
I know that the Sixth Form will continue to develop and flourish under Miss Boyson’s leadership, ensuring the very 
best academic success and personal development opportunities as well as successful progression onto post 18 
pathways for all our students.” 
 



 
Please see a message below from Ms Boyson: 
 
“I am delighted to take up the post of Director of Sixth Form next academic year. I joined the school as Assistant 
Headteacher in September, having spent 12 years working in schools across East London. In my current role, I have 
been working closely with both the SHSG House Captains and students applying to Oxbridge. In both these areas, I 
have been so inspired by our sixth form students' leadership, drive and ambition. I am looking forward to working 
with Mrs Neil, Mr O'Brien and Mrs Hopkins to make sure every student has the support to fulfil their academic 
talents, as well as a memorable and exciting journey through Sixth Form. I would like to thank Miss Riebold for all 
she has done to support SHSG Sixth Form students over the last seven years and look forward to working with her 
closely in the coming months as we prepare for our new Year 12 intake in September.”  
 
Feedback from assessment and reporting systems surveys 
Thank you to everyone who took the time to complete the recent survey related to our current assessment and 
reporting systems in school. Along with the feedback from the student and staff surveys we now have a very rich 
and useful set of data and feedback to help inform and shape our policy and practice moving forward.  For example, 
one area highlighted was the length of parents’ evening appointments and that parents would like longer 
appointments. We will keep you informed of any related future developments. 
 
Year 10 Careers Experience Days 
Since January, all Year 10 students have been following a careers programme in their registration time and Life Skills 
lessons. They have learned how to research different career paths using our online platform Unifrog, how to write 
CVs and apply for specific jobs with a covering letter. Over two days this week we welcomed over 30 friends of the 
school, alumni, governors, careers advisors and local business owners. They very kindly gave up their time to 
conduct 15-minute interviews with all 180 of our Year 10s.  
 
Students received verbal feedback at the time and we will celebrate those who particularly impressed with an 
achievement assembly later in the term. Interviewers were most complimentary at the high standard of our 
students' responses. They gave excellent answers to the questions and are to be congratulated for rising to the 
occasion, demonstrating ambition, and conducting themselves with confidence and maturity.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Student success! 
Media Studies A level students went to a conference at the BFI in January. At the end of the event the editor of the 
Media Magazine, Claire Pollard asked for budding student journalists to write up an account of the day. Several of 
our students took up this challenge. Hannah P was successful, and her entire article has been printed in this quarters 
edition (see the end of this letter). Hannah was paid for her work and has also secured a week of work experience 
at the English and Media Centre in London. Victoria A was also quoted in the article and several of our students are 
featured in a photograph with actor and director Simon Bird.  
 
Proctor and Gamble work experience write up by Victoria  
On Thursday 30th March, I visited Proctor and Gamble’s company in Surrey for a work experience insight day. What 
started off as a morning with a vague idea of what P&G do, ended with an evening of gratitude at how integral 
media GCSE and A level were in enhancing my understanding of the company. From sales and marketing to 
technology, the workers guided us through the process of branding, and how they cater to their audience to achieve 
maximum profit in the industry. This coincides well with the content we learn at school, particularly old spice, and 



 

 

 
  

 
 

 
  

            

how their “transformative mass market campaign” revived their brand. Speaking of which, I was fortunate enough 
to capture the old spice section of the headquarters on the office tour, and (apart from reminding me to revisit the 
topic before my mock exams), it made me respect media studies more than I already do, because the work 
experience gave me a vivid visualisation of everything I have gained from the subject. Overall, I don’t regret 
travelling 2 hours from home for this fulfilling day, and recommend it to anyone who loves media, technology, or is 
unsure of what they’d like to do!  
 
Blue Stockings Performances – message from Mrs Wimsett 
This week, forty students from years 7 to 12 in our SHSG Young Actors’ Company performed a production of Blue 
Stockings, by Jessica Swale.  The play is about the struggles female students at Cambridge encountered in the early 
1900s, whilst seeking the opportunity to graduate alongside their male peers.    
Leading up to the performances, the actors attended weeks of rehearsals and learnt two hours’ worth of lines, 
whilst our backstage team got on with painting set, creating props and making costumes. Thank you to Ms Wimsett 
and Mrs Page for leading and supporting the group.  It would be impossible to single out performances, as everyone 
from the Year 7s (playing Cambridge Professors) to our leading roles, were outstanding.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summer Reading Challenge – Years 9-13 
Southend Local Authority have asked us to share the information below with you. A poster is attached to the end 
of this letter and application forms are available to download on our website ‘here’: 
 
A Fantastic Summer Holiday Volunteering Opportunity for Young People aged 14 and over in Southend-on-Sea City 
Libraries. Southend–on-Sea Libraries are inviting students aged 14 and over to volunteer in their local library during 
the summer holidays. Their role will be to encourage children to participate in the annual Summer Reading 
Challenge and talk to them about the books they are reading. Students can use this opportunity to gain work 
experience within their community. They can put the volunteering hours towards Youth Award Schemes such as the 
Duke of Edinburgh Award. This greatly benefits young people helping them gain new skills and self-confidence. We 
ask our volunteers to volunteer for approximately 48 hours (12 days 9.30am – 2.30pm including a one-hour lunch 
break) although they are welcome to offer to do more hours if needed. 
 
Any Library in Southend marked FAO Community Development Officers Team, Summer Reading Challenge 
volunteers or complete the form and scan and return to librarydevelopment@southend.gov.uk 
 
World Earth Day 
As World Earth Day is 22nd April 2023, students in Year 7 to 11 debated the ethical implications of Fast Fashion in 
registration time this week. They discussed the importance of reusing clothes and reducing new buys. They will put 

their ideas into action at the end of term, with a special swapathon.  This term our non-uniform day will be focused 

on supporting the planet. Planet Action have requested instead of paying money, students will bring an item 
that needs a new home. Then we will have all of these items for sale for an affordable price to raise money for 
environmental charities. More details to follow nearer the time. 
 
 
 

http://www.shsg.org/headteachers-letter-24-4-23
mailto:librarydevelopment@southend.gov.uk


 

 

 
  

 
 

 
  

            

Support one of our budding musicians 
During the Easter Holidays, Isobel in Year 11 entered an international drumming competition called 'Hit Like A Girl'! 
There is currently a public vote underway, which will be ending on the 25th April.  
 
If you would like to support Isobel, you can vote by clicking the link ‘here’.  
 
Key Dates 
The calendar on our website is regularly updated and contains key dates of activities and events that are taking 
place in school.  A full list can be found here.   
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
Jason Carey  
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://hitlikeagirlcontest.com/contest/isobel-wood-04-11-2023-213534/#comment-45960
https://www.shsg.org/events/list/


 

 

 
  

 
 

 
  

            

 



 

 

 
  

 
 

 
  

            

 
 

 


