
 
 

 
 

 
Friday, 14th June 2024 

 
Dear Parents, Carers and Students,  
 

Please find below information and updates from this week. 
 
SHSG Mock Election 
This week the SHSG Mock Election has been launched in school. We have an exciting few weeks planned and on 
Thursday 4th July every student will have the chance to cast their vote for either The Conservatives, Labour, Liberal 
Democrats, The Green Party or Reform UK. Student have already started having assemblies which will help 
introduce how a General Election works and why voting matters. It was fantastic to see many of the Year 7, 8, 9 
and 10 students come along to the new lunchtime club where they joined the Year 12 Party Leaders and chose a 
Political Party to campaign for. We cannot wait to see what these groups produce to try to win votes around the 
school. 
 
Year 7 Geography Southchurch Park Trip 
Year 7 have enjoyed their first experience of Geography fieldwork this week looking at biodiversity at Southchurch 
Park.  Whilst all classes completed the same fieldwork and booklet, each day was very different from a soggy 
Monday morning to a warm sunny Wednesday!  The students worked hard throughout each morning looking at 
plant species in transects across different sections of the park. They utilised plant species guides and the expert 
knowledge of Mrs Brierley and Mr Gilson throughout the mornings to identify the correct names of plants ranging 
from foxtail and common grass to chamomile and spotted medic.  They also completed soundscapes, a unique 
fieldwork technique, to see how sound varied across the park. Students will now use the data collected in two 
follow up lessons back in the classroom to present and analysing the data they collected against a hypothesis. A 
special thanks to Mrs Brierley and Mr Gilson for their expert knowledge, and Ms Spilstead, Mrs Robinson, Mrs Law 
and Ms Graham for all their help on the trips this week. 
 
 
 
 



SHSG Students report from the Amazon GetIT national final at Amazon UK headquarters in Holborn 
 
By Ashlyn Colby, Elsa Korsten-Woodard and Samriti Basak 
 
On Wednesday the 12th of June, we went into London to present our final app design to Amazon. We worked hard 
on our mental health app design throughout the competition and were honoured to be able to compete in the finals 
consisting of the top three app designs in the UK. We had so much fun and learnt a lot from this experience. The 
other two teams had amazing app ideas: British Sign Language (BSL) and safe navigation. We managed to come 
second overall with only a half a point difference. 
 
It was a great experience and day overall and we feel that we have improved our understanding on marketing, 
designing, presenting and public speaking as well as our confidence. We listened to a talk about careers on 
technology and the under representation of women in this department. We would like to thank the CS department 
for giving us this opportunity, organising this experience with Amazon, and allowing us to showcase our app ideas 
and abilities. 
 
From Mr Highmore and Mrs Chumley 
Our SHSG trio of Computer Science students (Ashlyn, Elsa, and Samriti) performed admirably presenting their ideas 
of an application for smart phones aimed at improving 13-18 years olds mental health, with innovative and complex 
concepts including cloud storage and web APIs to store, retrieve and process data.  They discussed their wireframe 
application design of each screen, the rationale and research behind the idea, feedback from a variety of sources 
to refine the idea, and the final application design and walkthrough.   
 
After the presentation they fielded a range of challenging questions from the judging panel working as a team to 
discuss and give reasoned answers. 
 
Their 10-minute presentation was highly praised by a panel of industry leaders from the BBC, Amazon AWS and 
Lego.  In the end they were a close runner up to the winning team, the feedback they received was extremely 
positive and this competition is seen as the “World Cup” of application development for students, with hundreds 
of entrants across the whole of the UK.  Our students participated in a tour of the headquarters with a view of the 
surrounding London city Landscape from the roof which was breathtaking.   The Amazon team who hosted us were 
very welcoming and we came back with goodie boxes of AWS hats, wireless headphones, water bottles and for the 
adults AWS socks! As teachers we were so impressed by our students’ fantastic attitudes, behaviour, innovative 
ideas, and confidence to present to others at industry level. Well done girls! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

            

Science Week 
SHSG’s Science week has been a resounding success with activities every lunch time. Monday saw 
the Computer Science captains leading a group of students to build and program a breakdancing robot. On Tuesday 
the Biology captains explored the five senses with students looking at how the senses evolve as we age. On 
Wednesday the Physics captains helped the students to create parachutes to protect items dropped from a height. 
On Thursday the Chemistry captains and students worked together to solve the murder mystery of who killed the 
Chemistry teacher. The week ended with students working in their houses on a science quiz. 
 

 
Guest Lecturer Professor Heidi Mirza Speaks to Sociology A level students 
As the first speaker in the Sociology A level Summer Lunchtime Lecture Programme, on Monday 10th  June, 
Professor Heidi Mirza delivered an online lecture to A level students. Professor Mirza leads on Race, Faith and 
Culture at Goldsmith University and is the Emeritus Professor of Equalities Studies in Education at the Institute of 
Education at UCL.  She has worked with various Governments to advise on school improvement in areas of diversity 
and inclusion.  Professor Mirza is a key theorist on the Sociology A level course.   She is a leading Black Difference 
and Intersectional feminist.   
 
Students were interested to hear about her route into academia and experiences as a black female academic.  She 
was one of the first black female professors in the UK and she spoke about the sexism and racism that she has faced 
in her career.  
 
Professor Mirza spoke about her seminal work 'Young, Female and Black' where she researched the experience of 
black girls in schools in the 1990s.  She also spoke about her more recent research on the experience of Muslim 
girls in the education system.     
 
Hearing from Professor Mirza directly about her research was inspirational for the students and really enriches their 
academic experience.  We are very grateful to Professor Heidi Mirza for giving up her time for us.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

            

Duke of Edinburgh volunteering 
Over 3000 hours of volunteering have been completed by our students who are taking part in both Bronze and 
Silver Duke of Edinburgh awards! Well done to all students involved. I have attached the certificate at the end of 
this letter. 
 
Bake Off Competition 
A huge thank you to all students that took part and producing such amazing bakes for the Bake-Off competition. 
First and second place are shown below for each category. 
  

Cupcakes Cookies Brownies Celebration Cake Game Changer 

1st: Priyanka P 
2nd: Evelyn D 

1st: Nicole D 
2nd: Jasmine S 

1st:  Aayah R 
2nd:  Georgie D 

1st: Tali S 
2nd: Katie A 

1st: Francesca R  
  

 
Achievement and House Points will be awarded to all students. Awards and prizes will be handed out by the 
students Head of Year in celebration assemblies. 
 
The overall winner was Tali S with her showstopper celebration cake! Well done! 

 
 

Mental Health & Wellbeing at SHSG 
In SHSG, we often talk about how to look after our health in lessons and in tutor time. We have recently explored 

the field of Positive Psychology and we found out that research has shown that being kind, generous with our time, 

spending time and money on experiences rather than material things are strong predictors of our future wellbeing.  

However, we also acknowledge that life can get pretty tough sometimes.  

 
If you need support or information about how to cope with your emotions, you can visit the school website and 
look at Mental Health & Wellbeing - Southend High School for Girls (shsg.org).  
 

There, you will find some articles, videos and useful links. The school has also put together a Padlet for Lower and 
Middle school and one for Sixth Form for you to browse. Please find the links below: 
 

Lower and Middle school SHSG Mental Health Board (padlet.com) 
 

SHSG Mental Health Board (padlet.com) 
 

Key Dates  

The calendar on our website is regularly updated and contains key dates of activities and events that are taking 

place in school. A full list can be found here. 

 

Have a lovely weekend! 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 
 
 
 
Jason Carey- Headteacher 

https://www.shsg.org/mental-health-wellbeing/
https://padlet.com/SHSG/lower-and-middle-school-shsg-mental-health-board-1ughqa96th80b6fh
https://padlet.com/SHSG/shsg-mental-health-board-jkkjnx2a632ycwoe
https://www.shsg.org/events/list/


 

            

 
 

 


