Southend High School for Girls

Southchurch Boulevard, Southend-on-Sea, SS2 4UZ
Headteacher: Mr J Carey MEd (Cantab), BA (Hons), LLE, NPQEL

April 2026

Dear Parents and Carers,

We are writing to invite families to consider supporting the school through a voluntary regular contribution.
Like all state-funded schools, we receive most of our funding from the government. While this enables us to
deliver core educational provision, it does not fully cover the cost of maintaining, developing, and enriching our
buildings, facilities, and learning environment to the standard we aspire to provide for our pupils.

For several years, some families have chosen to support the school through regular voluntary donations. These
contributions have made a meaningful difference, helping us to enhance resources, invest strategically in
facilities, and broaden opportunities for pupils beyond what statutory funding alone allows.

We recognise that every family’s circumstances are different and that not everyone will be able to contribute
financially. This letter is simply an invitation to consider supporting the school, should you feel able to do so. All
contributions are entirely voluntary and equally valued.

Even relatively small regular contributions, when combined across the school community, make a significant
difference over time.

Regular monthly donations allow us to go beyond core funding and enable us to:

e Upgrade and refresh classrooms, laboratories, and shared study and social spaces

e Invest in enhanced learning resources and modern digital technology

e Broaden access to curriculum-linked trips, extracurricular activities, and enrichment opportunities
e Improve facilities that support wellbeing, sport, creativity, and the arts

We are continually reviewing how we can improve provision for our pupils and students and maintain the
high-quality educational experience they receive. Each year, we identify several priority projects that enable the
school to develop, modernise, and respond to the evolving needs of our community.

This year, for example, we introduced our new catering provider, Nourish, which parents will be aware has
already brought significant improvements in choice, quality, and the overall lunchtime experience. Looking ahead,
we would like to build on this success by developing additional catering and dining spaces around the school,
helping to improve capacity, comfort, and the flow of the school day. Voluntary contributions help to support
projects such as this, alongside other planned improvements, and we look forward to sharing updates with
parents as these developments progress.
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By way of illustration only, families who do wish to contribute might consider:

e £50 per month — particularly helpful for long-term planning and sustainability
e £16 per month — roughly equivalent to £1 per school day (approximately £190 per year)
e Any amount that feels manageable for your family

We wish to emphasise that there is no expectation or obligation to contribute, and no child will ever be treated
differently or have access to opportunities affected because of whether a contribution is made. If you feel able to
support the school in this way, you can do so by setting up a standing order:

Log in to your online banking

Select Set up a Standing Order

Enter the following details:

- Account Name: Southend High School for Girls
- Bank: HSBC

- Sort Code: 40-42-27

- Account Number: 31279343

Reference: Child’s surname + Year group
Choose your donation amount

Select payment frequency: Monthly

Choose a start date (for example, the 1st of next month)
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Standing orders can be amended or cancelled at any time through your bank.

Gift Aid

If you are a UK taxpayer, you may also be able to increase the value of your contribution at no extra cost to you
by completing a Gift Aid declaration. Gift Aid allows the school to reclaim an additional 25p for every £1 donated
from HM Revenue & Customs, meaning your support goes even further. For example, a £10 monthly donation
becomes £12.50 to the school. To take advantage of this, you simply need to complete the Gift Aid declaration
form here, confirming that you pay sufficient UK tax, and return the completed form to finance@shsg.org. Gift
Aid can make a significant difference over time.

We are extremely grateful for the many ways in which families support the school, through encouragement at
home, engagement with school life, and participation in events. Where possible, financial support allows us to go
further in providing an ambitious, enriched, and supportive environment in which every pupil can thrive.

Thank you for your continued support of our school community.

Yours faithfully,

Jason Carey
Headteacher

Telephone: 01702 588852

Email: office@shsg.org | Web: www.shsg.org

Registered in England Company No: 07487455

Southend High School for Girls is the trading name of Southend High School for Girls Academy Trust


https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a74f93eed915d502d6cc7f4/Charity_GAD_Single_Donation.pdf

